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83 countries are more ocean than land

Eighty-three countries are more ocean than land, but governments are failing in Image:

their duty of care for this immense resource. REUTERS/Reinhard
Krause
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The 1982 UN Law of the Sea was the largest ever annexation of our planet and our ocean. In
one stroke, one-third of our planet was formally designated as 'exclusive economic zones',
giving coastal countries rights to 200 miles of ocean around their continental shelf. The law

came into force in 1994.

This meant 35% of the world’s surface - equivalent to the planet’s total land area - or almost
half of the world’s oceans now fell under the jurisdiction of nation states, rather than in
international limbo, as much of the high seas are today.
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However, governments have not kept pace with the evolution and reality of global ocean
thinking. Many government departments with responsibility for our oceans are still siloed
within individual ministries or agencies of, for example, fisheries, shipping, tourism, offshore
energy or the environment, with few co-ordinating bodies or holistic ocean strategies.

Water, water, everywhere

Indeed, looking at the total territorial areas of countries following the 1982 law, 83 countries
are more ocean than land, and 54 countries are more than 80% ocean.

However, most of these countries have not organized themselves as ‘ocean states.’ Just look at
the difference in many countries, especially in non-OECD regions, between how land-based
ministries are organised (e.g. transport, energy, residential, industry or national parks),

compared with ocean-based ministries.

As we discover more about the important role that oceans play in regulating the global
climate, and about the economic resources contained within them, it becomes increasingly

critical to develop the tools, capabilities and knowledge to more effectively govern our oceans.

Oceans as a Percentage of Total Sovereign Area
Country

1. Tuvalu

2. Nauru

3. Marshall Islands

4. Micronesia

5. Kiribati

6. Maldives

7. Seychelles

§. Palau

9. Tonga

10. Mauritius

11. Barbados

12. Antigua and Barbuda
13. Cape Verde

14. Malta

15. Monaco

16. Sdo0 Tomé and Principe
17. St. Vincent and the Grenadines
18. Grenada

19. Comoros

20. Fiji

21. Denmark

22. Bahamas

23. Solomon Islands

24, Wanuatu

25, Samoa

26. St. Kitts and Newvis
27. Dominica

28. United Kingdom

29. St Lucia

30. Mew Zealand

31. Jamaica

32. Portugal

33. France

34. Trinidad and Tobago
35. Costa Rica

36. Japan
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40. Bahrain
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. Sri Lanka

42, Liberia
. Morway
. lceland

43
44
45 Ireland
46

. Philippines
47. Dominican Republic
48. Papua Mew Guinea
49. Chile
50. Brunei
51. El Salvador
52. Haiti
53. Panama
54. Metherlands
55. Ecuador
56. Greece
57. Guinea-Bissau
58. South Korea
59. Cuba
60. Indonesia
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. Timor-Leste

62. Qatar

63. Sierra Leone
64. Gambia

65. Vietnam

66. Madagascar
67. Spain

68. Honduras
69. Lebanon

70. Micaragua
71. Italy

72. Oman

73. Mexico

74. Belize

75. Israel

76. Malaysia
77. United States
78. South Africa
79. Somalia

80. Morocco
81. Australia
82. Guatemala
§3. Yemen

84. Singapore
85. Ghana

86. Croatia

87. Morth Korea
88. Estonia

89. Suriname
90. Senegal

91. Myanmar
92. Eritrea

93. India

94. Gabon

95. Uruguay

96. Mozambique
97. Colombia
98. Guyana

99. Namibia

100
101,
102
103
104.
105,
106.
107.
108.
108
10
ililie
112
113
114,
1150
116.
117,

Kuwait

Peru

United Arab Emirates
Tunisia
Bangladesh
Canada
Antarctica
Thailand
Montenegro
Céte dlvoire
Venezuela
Russia
Latvia
Guinea
Brazil
Albania
Argentina
Angola
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121. Bulgaria
122. Djibouti
123. Pakistan
124. Togo

125. Benin
126. Tanzania
127. Cambodia
128. Finland
129. Egypt
130. Ukraine
131. Libya
132. Migeria
133. Kenya
134. Germany
135. Mauritania
136. Romania
137. Congo-Brazzaville
138. Belgium
139. Iran

140. Poland
141. Saudi Arabia
142. Lithuania
143. China
144. Syria

145. Algeria
146. Sudan
147. Cameroon
148. Slovenia
149. Dr Congo
160. Iraq

151. Jordan
152. Bosnia and Herzegovina

Source: Deanarain and Stone 2017

National Ministries of Oceans

Recently, some countries have started founding more co-ordinated Ministries of Oceans, to
ensure closer and more harmonious interaction between the different users of the oceans.

The government of Mauritius, for example, has created a Ministry of Ocean Economy, along
with a joint co-ordinating public-private National Ocean Council, to ensure stronger
collaboration between the public and private sectors.

Creating equivalent Ministries of Oceans around the world would radically transform how our
ocean resources are used and managed. It would facilitate new capabilities, thinking and tools

for holistic ocean governance, not just within national waters.
Global governance of our oceans

At the international level, meanwhile, global ocean governance is similarly fragmented.
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A recent study by the Global Ocean Commission (GOC) called for the formation of regional
ocean management organizations, and asked governments and heads of state to appoint
ocean envoys or ministers. The creation of national Ministries of Oceans, it is hoped, may
prompt a rethink of how the different divisions of the UN engage with governments in this
area, and could also start to build more integrated thinking around how we govern our high

seas.
UN Special Envoy for the Oceans

In September 2017 - and also as recommended in the GOC's report -the UN Secretary-General
appointed the first UN Special Envoy for the Ocean, Ambassador Peter Thomson, who will be
responsible for exploring a more holistic approach to our oceans. This builds on the
momentum that began with the creation of a Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) dedicated
to the oceans (Goal 14), and a major UN Summit on the Ocean SDG held at the UN

Headquarters in June.

As we discover more about our oceans; about how interconnected ocean life is to the air we

breathe, to global rainfall and weather patterns, as well as the role of our oceans in mitigating
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Our oceans and the life within them are not hampered by political or organizational boundaries
-and neither should our thinking be limited by traditional silos, particularly in this era of the

Fourth Industrial Revolution.
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